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by a study of the symptoms, by stethoscopic examination, and by
microscopical examination of smears prepared by himself, with
the subcutaneous inoculation of tuberculin in doubtful cases;
no radiological examinations or modern laboratory facilities were
then available. It is unfortunate in some respects that the pen/
dulum has swung so far in the direction of what one may term
technical diagnosis, as in general practice the general practitioner
must still place some reliance on the older methods, although he
is fortunate in being able to call to his aid the services of experts
and of modern diagnostic methods.
PHYSICAL SIGNS OF TUBERCULOSIS. It is not
necessary to give any detailed description of the physical signs
which are characteristic of the various types of tuberculosis; these
are fully described in works dealing with the clinical aspects of
the disease. It is necessary, however, to emphasize the importance
of careful physical examination not only in relation to diagnosis,
but in regard to the progressive character of the lesion and to the
response which is being made to treatment. In general practice
the medical practitioner, secure in the knowledge that he has
available modern methods of diagnostic investigation, is liable to
treat too lightly the necessity for the careful physical examination
of a patient who has consulted him. But the knowledge gained
from careful physical examination when viewed in the light of
the subsequent information derived from radiological and bac/
teriological examinations is of real value in enabling the practi/
tioner in general practice to have a more accurate conception of
the incidence of tuberculous infection and to have a clearer
appreciation of the variations in type which the disease presents.
RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION. The greatest
advance which has been made in connexion with the diagnosis
of tuberculosis within the last thirty years is in the field of radiol/
ogy. No case of tuberculosis of lungs, bones, or joints can be
accurately investigated without an X^ray picture of the structure
involved* In the examination of contacts also, and in the wider
investigation of selected groups of individuals, the employment
of radiographical* readings in association with tuberculin tests
provide the most reliable means of detecting early indications of
clinical infection in the absence of more positive findings. It is
necessary, however, to make some allowance for possible error
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